What’s new at the Borough?
November 2011
Property Revaluation - On June 1, 2011 Borough Council awarded a contract to Professional Property Appraisers (PPA) to conduct a property revaluation for the Borough.  The revaluation is required by State law.  The field work for the revaluation is completed.  PPA still needs to encode about 50% of the properties; after this is done, they will complete a review of sales and financial statements to help establish values.  Then our Tax Assessor, Ms. Darlene Campbell, will review the new values and mail a letter to each property owner informing them of their new assessment.  Ms. Campbell is available to meet with residents at Borough Hall, along with her Assistant Ms. Algiers Holmes, every Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The Tax Assessor phone # is 573-6218.  

Since the start of 2011, the Borough has signed the following six shared service agreements for a total annual savings of over $54,000:

· With the Borough of Magnolia for EMS service that will save $46,000/year;
· With the County: the Borough plows several County roads in exchange for road salt for an estimated annual savings of $2,000;

· With the Borough of Bellmawr: the Boroughs saves $50/hour for mechanical work on vehicles for an estimated annual savings of $5,000;

· With Lawnside School District: the Borough removes snow from school parking lots in exchange for technology expertise;
· With five other Camden County municipalities for fire inspection services;
· With the Borough of Somerdale for assistance with Public Works projects; specifically for help with cement work.

Park improvements coming – In August the Borough received a $25,000 grant from the County to make the following improvements to our park on Charleston Avenue: 
a. Repair walking trail lighting;

b. Hydro-seed football field;

c. Remove tree roots under walking trail;

d. Renovate basketball courts;

e. Install video surveillance equipment.


We will complete this work completed by spring of 2012.
Clean Energy Grant  -  In February the Borough received $128,000 in federal and state grant funds to make energy improvements to all three of its buildings.  New energy efficient equipment has been installed.  Specifically, the lighting and air conditioning units at the municipal building have been replaced as well as the old lighting and heaters at the Public Works garage.  Also, the lighting at the community center has been upgraded.  The Borough will save over $12,000 annually in energy costs from this project.


D.O.T. Grant  -  The Borough has received a grant of $141,000 from the NJ Department of Transportation for the Carver Avenue Drainage Improvement Project.  Our engineer is working on the design for this project.   We’re very pleased with this significant grant award and look forward to beginning and completing the project in spring of 2012. 

Borough dump truck available for branches  – In order to assist with property clean up, the Borough will park a Borough dump truck overnight or for the weekend on your property that you can then fill with branches and brush.  No stumps or tree parts greater than 18” in diameter or 5’ in length.  Also no leaves or grass.  The cost for this service is $100 (cash, certified check, or money order).  Residents must sign an AGREEMENT AND WAIVER FORM to be submitted to the Clerk’s Office with $100.  Please call 573-6215 for more info.

FY2012 Budget - The Division of Local Government Services made additional cuts to our transitional aid so we are working to make the additional cuts to our budget.  We cannot adopt the budget until DLGS gets approval from the Legislature regarding transitional aid.  DLGS has indicated they are pleased with Lawnside’s success in meeting their requirements related to receiving the aid.
Hours - 
Borough Offices:

Monday through Friday:  9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Public Works:
Monday through Friday: 7:00 am to 3:30 pm 

You can visit the Borough’s website at www.lawnside.net.
