“Put on a Happy Face” Haddon Heights High School is proud to present ‘Bye Bye Birdie’

Return to a simpler time, when Haddon Heights High School presents their musical Bye Bye Birdie.  This ultimate feel good musical will run from Friday, Feb 17 through Feb 25, 2012.  Originally titled “Let’s Go Steady” and inspired by Elvis Presley, the musical is set in a small Ohio town in 1959.  Albert Peterson, agent for famous Conrad Birdie, is going to lose business when Birdie is drafted into the Army.  Albert’s girlfriend and assistant, Rosie Alvarez, brilliantly develops a publicity stunt to have Birdie give “One Last Kiss” to one lucky girl from his fan club before going into the Army.  The lucky girl chosen is 15 year old Kim MacAfee from Sweet Apple, Ohio, who has just started going steady with Hugo Peabody.  Jealousy and hilarity ensue with fun and memorable songs, such as “Put on a Happy Face”, “A Healthy, Normal American Boy”, and “Honestly Sincere”.
We are thrilled that we have been able to cast some of our most talented elementary through high school students in the show as part of the ensemble and showcase the immense talent that comes from our local communities of Barrington, Haddon Heights, and Lawnside. Leading the players are Tommy Betz as Albert Peterson, Roberta Curless as Rose Alvarez, Kenny Bransdorf and Ryan Citrino as Conrad Birdie, Olivia Manlove as Kim MacAfee, as well as, Zach Taylor and Allison Cook as Mr. and Mrs. MacAfee.

Our production of Bye Bye Birdie is under the direction of Al Fuchs.  A Barrington resident, director Al Fuchs has a long list of credits as a director and actor in regional and professional theatre.  Alongside Mr. Fuchs is the show’s choreographer, Jenn Colleluori, a resident of Haddon Heights.  Ms Colleluori is also an alum of Point Park University.  Notably, Mr. Fuchs and Ms. Colleluori have also worked together at The Ritz Theatre in Haddon Township, NJ.  Together their combined experience onstage and behind the scenes will bring to life Bye Bye Birdie and cause the audience “To Put on a Happy Face!”  

Tickets for the event are $ 10.  Tickets can be purchased online at musicaltickets@hhsd.k12.nj.us or by calling (856) 547-1920 X 1364
