REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 7, 2011
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Regular Council Meeting of the Borough of Lawnside was called to order by Mayor Mary Ann Wardlow on September 7, 2011 at 7:03 p.m. This meeting was held at the Borough Hall, 4 Douglas Avenue, Lawnside, New Jersey.

Following a prayer and flag salute led by Mayor Wardlow, and the Borough Clerk called the roll.

Roll Call showed present:
Mary Ann Wardlow

Mayor

Robert Lee


Councilperson 

Steve Pollard


Councilperson

Christopher L. Raines

Councilperson

Clifford L. Still, Sr.

Councilperson 

Lucille Wakefield-Moore
Councilperson
Absent:

Stephen C. Moore

Councilperson 

Making the Mayor and five Councilpersons present, and Councilperson one was absent.
Also present were:

Morris G. Smith

Borough Solicitor

The SmithCo. /Sean Smith
Borough Engineer

Jay Todd


Borough Administrator

Sylvia A. VanNockay

Borough Clerk

Richard Still


Public Works/Sewer Supervisor

Bernadette Jefferson

Zoning Officer

Mayor Wardlow declared the meeting officially open and the Borough Clerk read that the meeting had been properly publicized as to the time, date, and place, in accordance with P.L. 1985, Chapter 231.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:   Special Council Meeting – June 27, 2011, Regular Council                                                       Meeting – July 6, 2011 and Special Council – August 19, 




 2011 
A motion was made by Wakefield-Moore and seconded by Pollard to Adopt the minutes of Special Council Meeting – June 27, 2011, Regular Council Meeting – July 6, 2011 and Special Council – August 19, 2011.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: The engineer stated that the Wayne R. Bryant Senior Community Center Expansion, CDBG – Stormwater Management Project on Access Road/Company Street, Grant Research – Green Acres, Sustainable NJ/Wal-Mart Grant and NJDOT Bikeways, Stormwater Management, Tax Map Revaluation /Mapping Services, NJDOTS Carver Avenue Phase II Drainage Improvements, Lawnside Recreational Park, Gloucester Pump Station Electrical Service Upgrades and Rutgers Cooperative Extension-Rutgers Projects.
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1)  Wayne Collier – 470 Lewis Avenue – spoke of water running on his property.
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to Accept Engineer’s Report. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION:
ORDINANCE NO. 01-FY2012 – An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency                                                                Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to                                                        Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a                                                        Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property                                                        for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden,                                                          New Jersey  
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Open Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 01 FY2012 An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden, New Jersey. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Willa Coletrane – asked what the amount of this Special Emergency Appropriation is.
A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Still to Close Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 01 FY2012 An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden, New Jersey. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Raines to Adopt Ordinance No. 01 FY2012 An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden, New Jersey. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

RESOLUTION NO.  29-FY2012 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Raines to Open Public Hearing on Resolution No.  29-FY2012 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Still to Close Public Hearing on Resolution No.  29-FY2012 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.
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A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to Adopt Resolution No. 29-FY2012 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

INTRODUCTION:

ORDINANCE NO. 02-FY2012 – Amending Chapter 80, Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse 

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Introduce Ordinance No. 02-FY2012 – Amending Chapter 80, Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse.  
*Councilman Still and Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore retracted their motions.

A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Still to Table Ordinance No. 02-FY2012 – Amending Chapter 80, Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 04-FY2012 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Acquisition of Various 




   Pieces of Capital Equipment, Appropriating the Sum of 




   $198,000

A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Raines to Introduce Ordinance No. 04-FY2012 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Acquisition of Various Pieces of Capital Equipment, Appropriating the Sum of $198,000.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 05-FY2012 - Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Repair and/or 





   Reconstruction of Certain Pump Stations, Appropriating 




   the Sum of $355,000 

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to Introduce Ordinance No. 05-FY2012 - Bond Ordinance Authorizing the Repair and/or Reconstruction of Certain Pump Stations, Appropriating the Sum of $355,000.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

All matters listed below under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

CONSENT AGENDA:
A.  Resolutions: 

1. Resolution No. 30-FY2012 – Authorizing Overpayment from Taxes to Sewer 




               Account

 2. Resolution No. 31-FY2012 – In Memory of Fitzgerald A. Benson, Sr.

 3. Resolution No. 32-FY2012 – Designating Recipients for the Camden County 




                 Housing Rehabilitation Program
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 7, 2011

PAGE 4

4. Resolution No. 33-FY2012 – Authorizing the Re-Hiring of Crossing Guards

5. Resolution No. 34-FY2012 – Reappointing the Certified Finance Officer

 6. Resolution No. 35-FY2012 – Releasing CCMUA Monies Collected by the Tax 




    Collector

 7. Resolution No. 36-FY2012 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                 


                 Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                                    Maintenance-396 JFK Blvd.

 8. Resolution No. 37-FY2012 – In Memory of Quentin E. Still

 9. Resolution No. 38-FY2012 – Honoring Hilda Arthur Hicks

10.Resolution No. 39-FY2012 – Authorizing Compliance with P.L. 2011, C. 78, 




                 Regarding Pension and Health Benefit Reforms

11. Resolution No. 41-FY2012 – Authorizing Submission of an Application for 




                 Municipal Drug Alliance

12. Resolution No. 42-FY2012 – Refund Due to TDV Exempt Property Tax

13. Resolution No. 43-FY2012 – Granting a Totally Disabled Veteran Status and 




                Cancellation of Taxes for a Certain Property

14.Resolution No. 44-FY2012 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                                      Matter of Yard Work and/or Property Maintenance-



                 51 E. Charleston Ave.

15. Resolution No. 45-FY2012 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the 



                 Matter of Yard Work and/or Property 





                 Maintenance-211 Warwick Rd.

16. Resolution No. 46-FY2012 – Approval to Submit A Grant Application and 




                 Execute A Grant Contract with the NJ DOT for 




                 the Bikeways 2012 Project

17. Resolution No. 49-FY2012 – Awarding Improvements to the Wayne R. Bryant 

                                                    Community Center

A motion was made by Wakefield-Moore and seconded by Pollard that all items listed on the Consent Agenda and Payment of Bills for July and August be approved. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*The Borough Clerk read Resolution No. 31-FY2012 – In Memory of Fitzgerald A. Benson, Sr., Resolution No. 37-FY2012 – In Memory of Quentin E. Still and Resolution No. 38-FY2012 – Honoring Hilda Arthur Hicks.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY/ENVIRONMENT: Councilman Lee stated the Lawnside Ledger’s Committee will be meeting within the next 2 weeks to discuss fall and winters printing.   He stated that Lawnside has completed 2 classes (Creating a Green Team and Rain Garden) and currently has 20-points out of the 150 points needed to become certified.  He stated that roughly 6-8 classes should be completed, and our goal is to complete another 2 classes by the end of October and become fully certified by January 2012.  He stated that we would like to commend Mr. Thomas El on the housing inspections.  We have sent our violation warning letters giving property owner’s 10 days to fix the violation.  Councilman Lee ended his report by stating that we will continue to conduct property inspection into the fall and winter months.   
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COMMITTEE ON DPW: Councilman Moore was absent.  Councilman Raines gave the Public Works report.  He stated the dept. is working to stay ahead of winter preparation activities, while it starts to plan summer equipment PM’s.  He stated that the dept. has been cleaning up brush, leaves, branches and other debris off the streets after the hurricane.  Councilman Raines ended his report by stating the dept. is anxiously anticipating the opportunity to fully outfit the new truck with the passage of the pending capital budget, this new truck will take stress off the smaller trucks.  
COMMITTEE ON RECREATION: Councilman Pollard stated that the summer recreation program began July 5th but due to staffing issues the program was ended just two weeks later.  He stated that the Recreation Committee would like to thank everyone involved for all their efforts in trying to make the program a success.  He stated that we are looking to get started early trying to find grants and funding so that we don’t face these same issues next year.  Councilman Pollard stated that Rutgers University has decided to add two additional rain gardens to our borough.  He stated in addition to the community center, and the park there will be one at the borough hall and the Lawnside School.  He stated we would like to thank Dr. Monroe from Lawnside School 21st Century Program and the Burlington County Girl Scouts for the beautiful community garden at the community center.  He stated that the grant funding for the Lawnside Park has been approved.   He stated there will be repairs done to the basketball courts, lighting around the track and hydro seeding of the football field at the end of the Jaguar football season.  He stated that work on the Senior Center will began soon. Councilman Pollard ended his report by stating that Martel Construction has been awarded the job and is waiting for signed contracts, and we are hoping to have all work on the center completed by October and have it operational by the end of the year.   
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL SERVICES: Councilman Raines spoke of two new Shared Services agreements that the borough has signed up for. He thanked the Mayor, Council Members and the Administrator for helping gets these services started.  He stated that one is the Regional Fire Protection Alliance and the other is the Magnolia Ambulance Assoc. and both services are working well.  He stated that the ambulance service is saving the borough $3,800.00 a month. Councilman Raines stated that for the month of July 2011 there were two continued certified of occupancies and six permits issued.  Also, there was one Property maintenance Violation Notice issued.  He stated that the total amount collected for July 2011 was $950.00.  He stated that for the month of August 2011 there was one certificate of occupancy, fourteen permits and one variance issued.  Also, there was three Notice and Order of Penalties and six Property Maintenance Violation Notices issued.  The total amount collected for August 2011, $2,264.00.  Councilman Raines stated that school year has started and asked that you drive carefully thorough town.  Councilman Raines ended his report by stating that on October 8th the Bd. of Education will be holding a flea market and it will be held at Grace Temple Church from 9am to 1pm.
COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilman Still stated that in the Public Safety Dept. for the months of July & August 2011 there were 23 accidents, 476 traffic summons, 8 shoplifting, 2 simple assaults, 3 aggravated assault, 1 terrorist threat, 1 harassment, 5 burglaries, 5 criminal mischief, 7 thefts, 4 cds arrest, 3 juvenile complaints, 2 robberies and 9 warrant arrest.   Councilman Still ended his report by stating that total amount of service calls for police 757, 85 ambulance and fire dept. 31.  
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore stated that in the   Municipal Court Dept. for the month of June, $9,698.52 Automatic Clearing House ACH, $2,986.50 Camden County Treasurer, $7,084.98 Lawnside Municipal Treasurer, $2.00 POAA and $19,772.00 Disbursement was collected.  She stated the bank interest was $5.93 and Total Disbursement for June was $19,777.93.  
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Councilman Wakefield-Moore stated for the month of July in the Municipal Court Dept. $8,318.22 Automatic Clearing House ACH, $3,589.00 Camden County Treasurer, $8,165.78 Lawnside Municipal Treasurer, $0.00 POAA, $40.00 County Lab and $20,113.00 Disbursement was collected.  She stated the bank interest was $5.19 and Total Disbursement for July was $20,118.19.  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore stated that in the Board of Health Dept. for the month of July, we had a Health Seminar on July 26th for our Senior Citizens and anyone else who so desired to attend.  The seminar helped our seniors to be more careful in their homes; there were illustrations and a film showing the correct way to use walking canes, walkers, wheelchairs and how to prevent falling in the home.  The seminar was given by some of the fine nurse’s of the Cooper University Hosp. Dept. of Trauma Center & Fall Presentation.  She stated that refreshments were served and 38 people attended the seminar which was mostly seniors. Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore thanked Mr. Kittles, Members of Town Watch, the Mayor, Councilman Lee and Councilman Raines, Lawnside Bd. of Education and Members of Health Dept. for all their help with seminar.  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore ended her report by stating she would like to give a special thanks to Jay Todd who made sure that the information got on the website and Shaleen who made the flyers.         
COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL & FINANCE:  Mayor Wardlow gave a report from the Borough Administrator Jay Todd.  She stated Remington & Vernick has submitted our new tax maps to the State for approval.  She stated that we’re waiting for the State to approve the maps so Professional Property Appraisers can begin the reval.  She stated that we introduced our fiscal year 2012 budget on September 1st  and the transitional aid was hand delivered to Trenton yesterday.  She stated that we are asking for $850,000 in transitional aid which is $550,000 less than we received in FY2011.  She stated that we have a conference call on September 12th with Tom Neff, Director of the Division of Local Government Services, to discuss our application.  Mayor Wardlow stated that we are in the process of signing a shared service agreement with Somerdale for help with certain Public Works projects, and the first project will be rebuilding Carver Avenue.  She stated that this project will be paid for by a grant from DOT.  She stated that we had a Employee Appreciation Luncheon for all Borough employees on August 17th which was paid for by the Governing Body.  She stated that over 35 employees attended and enjoyed a great lunch.   Mayor Wardlow stated that she would like to thank Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore and everyone for their help with the Bd. of Health seminar.   She also, spoke of National Night Out and Recreation Committee and thanked them for all their help.   Mayor Wardlow spoke of things that the town is trying to do, and she thanked Mr. Todd and Solicitor Smith for all their help.  She thanked the Zoning Officer Bernadette Jefferson for all her help.  Mayor Wardlow stated that she would the Police Dept. to watch out for dogs around town, so that we can find out who has their dogs registered and who doesn’t.  Mayor Wardlow ended her report by talking about the Emergency Management Plan when an emergency occurs.  
REMARKS BY SOLICITOR:  Solicitor Smith spoke of the traffic cameras for the town and working on policy for the Public Safety Dept.  Solicitor Smith ended his remarks by spoking of the reval.     
REMARKS BY CITIZENS:  

 1)  Willa Coletrane – questions of Tax Maps, reval and do we have any emergency shelter.
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A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Raines to Accept the Standing Committee Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to into Closed Session. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Solicitor stated that they will discuss ongoing and pending litigations.

*Closed Session at 8:25pm

*Reconvened at 8:40p.m

A motion was made by Raines and seconded by Lee to Reconvene. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Solicitor Smith stated that in Closed Session they discuss ongoing litigation, and it will not be made open to the public until 2013 due to this is a ongoing matter.
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Adjourn. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:42 P.M.

___________________________________
____________________________________

SYLVIA A. VANNOCKAY


MARY ANN WARDLOW
BOROUGH CLERK



MAYOR
