REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 6, 2011
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Regular Council Meeting of the Borough of Lawnside was called to order by Mayor Mary Ann Wardlow on July 6, 2011 at 7:03 p.m. This meeting was held at the Borough Hall, 4 Douglas Avenue, Lawnside, New Jersey.

Following a prayer and flag salute led by Mayor Wardlow, and the Deputy Borough Clerk called the roll.

Roll Call showed present:
Mary Ann Wardlow

Mayor

Robert Lee


Councilperson 

Stephen C. Moore

Councilperson 
Steve Pollard


Councilperson

Christopher L. Raines

Councilperson

Clifford L. Still, Sr.

Councilperson 

Lucille Wakefield-Moore
Councilperson
Making the Mayor and six Councilpersons present.
Also present were:

Morris G. Smith

Borough Solicitor

The SmithCo. /Sean Smith
Borough Engineer

Jay Todd


Borough Administrator

Sylvia A. VanNockay

Borough Clerk(Shaleen Bolling-Gonzalez, Deputy)
Jessie G. Harris

Tax Collector

Richard Still


Public Works/Sewer Supervisor

Mayor Wardlow declared the meeting officially open and the Deputy Borough Clerk read that the meeting had been properly publicized as to the time, date, and place, in accordance with P.L. 1985, Chapter 231.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:   Regular Council Meeting and Closed Session – June 1, 2011 
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Adopt the minutes of Regular Council Meeting and Closed Session – June 6, 2011.  Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: The engineer stated that the Wayne R. Bryant Senior Community Center Expansion, CDBG, Roadway Surfaces, Rutgers Cooperative Extension-Rutgers, Grant Research – Energy Efficient System, Independence Blvd & Charleston Avenue – Lawnside Recreational Park – Green Acres – Sustainable NJ/Walmart Grant, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Tax Map Revaluation /Mapping Services and NJDOTS Carver Avenue Drainage Improvements Projects.

1)  Councilman Still – asked of concrete pad removed from Community Center.
2)  Councilman Lee – question of old Texaco Gas Station grassy strip, and replacement of                                          playground equipment.
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A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Accept Engineer’s Report. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Mayor and Councilman Pollard congratulated the Lawnside Track Team.  Councilman Pollard asked each team members parents and the coaches to stand he congratulated all of them.  He also, read a letter from Coach Erie.  Councilman Pollard named each team member that is going to New Orleans for nationals.  
INTRODUCTION:
ORDINANCE NO. 01-FY2012 – An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency                                                                Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to                                                        Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a                                                        Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property                                                        for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden,                                                          New Jersey  
A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Still to Introduce Ordinance No. 01 FY2012 An Ordinance Authorizing Special Emergency Appropriations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53(b) to Fund the Costs Associated with the Execution of a Complete Program of Revaluation of Real Property for the Borough of Lawnside, County of Camden, New Jersey. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

All matters listed below under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

CONSENT AGENDA:
A.  Resolutions: 

1.   Resolution No. 01-FY2012 - Approving FY2012 Temporary Budget
2.   Resolution No. 02-FY2012 - Establishing Travel Policy

3.   Resolution No. 03-FY2012 - Authorizing Mileage Reimbursement for Official                                                     Travel

4.   Resolution No. 04-FY2012 - Specifying Various Depositories for all Funds

5.   Resolution No. 05-FY2012 - Authorizing Bank Accounts 
6.   Resolution No. 06-FY2012 - Authorizing Petty Cash Fund

7.   Resolution No. 07-FY2012 - Specifying Dates and Time for FY2012 Council 


                 
        Meetings, Caucus Meetings and Workshop                                                            Meetings 

8.   Resolution No. 08-FY2012 - Designating the Record Breeze, and the Courier                                                    Post to receive all Notices of Meetings 

9.   Resolution No. 09-FY2012 - Specifying Rate of Interest to be Collected on                                                         Delinquent Sewer Rentals and Delinquent                                                              Taxes

10. Resolution No. 10-FY2012 - National Night Out – August 2, 2011
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11. Resolution No. 11-FY2012 - Extend the Grace Period for the 3rd Quarter                                                            Property Taxes

12. Resolution No. 12-FY2012 - Approving Preliminary Municipal Tax Levy for                                                         the Calendar Year 2011

13. Resolution No. 13-FY2012 - Holding of a Closed Session Meeting on June 1,                                                     2011

14. Resolution No. 14-FY2012 - Directing the Planning Board to Conduct a                                                              Public Hearing to Consider An Amendment to                                                        the Zoning Ordinance to Cover the Installation                                                       of Solar Panels in Both Residential and                                                                  Commercial Zones

15. Resolution No. 15-FY2012 - Appointing Robert Chaot as the Municipalities’                                                       Animal Cruelty Investigator to Act as An Officer                                                     for Detection, Apprehension and Arrest                                                                  Offenders of New Jersey Animal Cruelty and                                                         Control Laws Pursuant to NJSA 4:19-15.16b

16. Resolution No. 16-FY2012 - Reappointing the Tax Collector/Treasurer

17. Resolution No. 17-FY2012 - Authorizing the Hiring of the 2011 Summer                                                             Recreation Coordinator 

18. Resolution No. 18-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                     Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance – 51 E. Charleston Avenue

19. Resolution No. 19-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                     Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance – 401 Carver Ave. 

20. Resolution No. 20-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                     Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance – 115 Robert Kennedy Road

21. Resolution No. 21-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                     Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance – 373 John F. Kennedy Blvd.

22. Resolution No. 22-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                     Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance – 19 E. Oak Ave.

23. Resolution No. 23-FY2012 - Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in the                                                    Matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                      Maintenance –237 E. Charleston Ave.

24. Resolution No. 24-FY2012 - Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with the                                                    Borough Somerdale

25. Resolution No. 25-FY2012 - Honoring & Congratulating Cecelia F. Watkins

26. Resolution No. 26-FY2012 - Authorizing Issuance of RFP for Traffic Camera

27. Resolution No. 27-FY2012 - Appointing Borough Auditor

28. Resolution No. 28-FY2012 - Authorizing the Sustainable JerseyTM Grant                                                         Funded By Wal-Mart
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A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore that all items listed on the Consent Agenda and Payment of Bills for July and August be Approved. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY/ENVIRONMENT: Councilman Lee stated Town Watch will be doing a coin drop this weekend from 8am to 12pm to raise funds for National Town Watch Night Out, which will be held on August 2nd.  Town Watch asked if everyone would please come out and give their support.  Councilman Lee stated that Lawnside has completed 2 classes, which were Creating a Green Team and Rain Garden.  He stated that currently they have 20 points out of the 150 points needed to become certified and roughly 6-8 classes should already be completed.  He stated that the application for the Sustainable NJ/Walmart grant is currently being completed by Lawnside’s Borough Engineer, and becoming a registered Municipality allows Lawnside to apply for this grant and further grants.  Councilman Lee stated that Chris Brown of Mobil Media provided Mayor, Council and residents with a presentation on possible Mobil Media services for Lawnside.  The program cost starts at $199 per year, and that Mayor and Council will further review information about Mobile Media for Lawnside.  Councilman Lee stated that in the Construction Code Dept. we have be conducting drive-by exterior housing inspections and have created a list of properties that maybe in violation.  Councilman Lee stated that the Masjid Freehaven has presented the Planning Board an ongoing proposal to open up a daycare center on their property.  He stated that all necessary Planning Board application steps have been taken.  Councilman Lee ended his report by stating the Planning Board Engineer has asked for the Masjid’s architect to revise and resubmit their drawings.  
COMMITTEE ON DPW: Councilman Moore stated that in DPW, residents are continuing to put leaves out on grass day collection which is causing problems with our cleanup schedule, we have put clear instructions through the website, channel 19, door to door communication, and face to face.  However some residents still are violating the debris schedule as well as electronics pickup notices.  He stated that once we have exhausted all communication efforts we have no other recourse but to turn properties over to code enforcement.  We are continuing to cut Boro properties that have tax liens and charging the owner, if there are any large amounts of debris in the yard the property owner will be charged accordingly.  He stated that branch collection is in full swing and a lot of residents are complying with tying up their branches and the ones that aren’t tied receive notices.  He spoke about preparing for the 2012 fall season by pricing a Plow attachment and salt spreader for our large truck.  He stated the Dept. of Public Works employees attended a safety meeting and video on June 13th “Changing the Way we Think About Safety” in the Boro Hall.  He stated that due to heavy spring usage our chipper has been serviced at Cherry Valley.  He stated that Rutgers University planted two Rain Gardens, one at the Community Center and one at the Recreation Park.  He stated damaged siding on the public works garage has been submitted to our insurance company.  He stated that Lawnside Heritage Day cleaning up was accomplished without incident, and huge kudos to the staff for an efficient and effective support of the day, and the cleanup.  He stated that we are looking to order light covers for the light poles in the park.  He stated that the new awning has been purchased for the Community Center and waiting for installation.  He stated that Dept. Public Works is still coordinating with the Police Dept. to paint the intersection box in front of the Boro hall.  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 6, 2011

PAGE 5

He stated that unfortunately, due to vacation and scheduling conflicts the department cook out was postponed.  However, the DPW Committee wants to openly thank, and express our appreciation to Richard Still and his assistant Tyrone Wakefield to include their staff for the response to “Our Call to Arms” in meeting and exceeding the expectations of our residents.  Councilman Moore ended his report by saying keep up the good work. 
COMMITTEE ON RECREATION: Councilman Pollard stated that the Recreation Department they have worked diligently to bring a summer recreation program to our children.  He stated we still have monetary and staffing issues that must be overcome; we are looking forward to completing the program without interruption.  He stated that the program will start on July 5th and end on August 4th   from 8:30am to 2:30pm.   He stated that they will continue to work hard to offer our children a summer recreation program that will be safe and enjoyable.  He stated that on Saturday, June 25th the Borough celebrated Lawnside Heritage Day.  He stated that the Lawnside Park has experienced its second fire in the last 30 days.  The Children’s play ground equipment was set on fire on Monday July 4th causing extensive damage to the areas plastic boarder, slide ad rubber mulch.  The Lawnside Borough Police and Fire Marshall have a suspect but are continuing to conduct an investigation into both matters.  He stated that all parties involved will be prosecuted to the fullest.  He stated that work on the Senior Center is still in progress and both sides of the center have been cleaned and are ready for use.  He stated that the engineer Sean Smith is waiting a meeting with all parties to discuss the remaining work to be completed.  Councilman Pollard stated that CDBG funding for program years 30, 31 and 32 will be combined to complete the Company Street project.  He stated we are waiting to pass the appropriate resolution to use the funds.  He stated that on June 28th he attended a CDBG meeting in Bellmawr.  Councilman Pollard ended his report by stating we were allocated $25,100 for program year 33 a 16% reduction and per Gino Lewis CDBG Director, we can  look for more reductions in 2012 program year 34 funding.    
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL SERVICES: Councilman Raines reported that on June 23rd all committee members and the Borough Administrator Mr. Todd conducted a conference call with Captain Kim Berdine of the Magnolia Ambulance Corp. to discuss final arrangements for the Borough to enter into an agreement for EMS service with Sterling Alliance.  He stated pending the outcome of final approvals to be voted on at the July board meeting of the Magnolia Ambulance Corp, this committee anticipates joining the Alliance as of the first of August.  He stated that by entering into this shared service agreement the Borough of Lawnside will save a significant sum of money over our current EMS contractor while maintaining the same leave of service to our residents.  The agreement will require the Borough to pay 1/3 of operational cost such as fuel and vehicle maintenance and 1/3 of any future capital purchase, however, the cost saving for the tax payers of Lawnside will be still significant.  Councilman Raines stated that Mr. Todd had a conversation with Freeholder Ian Leonard on Heritage Day to discuss having caution lights and or other traffic calming devices installed on Charleston Avenue near the school.  He stated that Freeholder Leonard was receptive to the idea and we will be discussing it further in the near future.  Councilman Raines stated in the Construction Code Dept. for the month of June 2011, there were two (2) certificates of occupancies, three (3) continued certificates of occupancies and four (4) permits issued.  Also, there were twenty-two (22) Maintenance Violation Notices issued.  Councilman Raines ended his report by stating the total for June 2011 was $1,547.00.
COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilman Still stated that in the Public Safety Dept. for the months of May & June there were 38 accidents, 400 traffic summons issued, 2 dwi/dui, 2 shoplifting, 6 simple assault, 4 aggregated assaults, 2 terrestic threats, 5 harassments, 4 burglaries, 7 criminal mischief, 4 theft, 4 cds arrest, 4 juvenile complaints, 4 robberies, 2 felony complaints, 7 warrant arrest.  Councilman Still ended his report by stating that the total calls of service were 831 police, 60 ambulances and 42 fire dept.  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JULY 6, 2011

PAGE 6

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore stated that in the   Municipal Court Dept. for the month of May, $8,643.70 Automatic Clearing House ACH, $2,590.00 Camden County Treasurer, $6,462.30 Lawnside Municipal Treasurer and $17,696.00 Disbursement was collected.  She stated the bank interest was $3.59 and Total Disbursement for May was $17,699.59.  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore ended her report by stating the Board of Health will be having a seminar with Cooper University Hospital Dept. of Trauma Center and Fall Prevention on Tuesday, July 26, 2011 at 7pm.    
COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL & FINANCE:  Mayor Wardlow spoke of the fires that have been set in the Recreation Park.  She stated that we will have National Night Out on August 2nd and that she hopes everyone can come out and support it.  Mayor Wardlow stated that Professional Property Appraisers is the company we hired to do the reval.  They’re now taking residential photos from the street.  She stated that each resident will receive information about the reval in the mail from PPA after the State approves our contacts.  She stated that the bulk of the reval work will take place this fall and should be completed by the end of the year.  The Mayor stated that we began fiscal year 2012 on July 1st and continues to operate under the severe restrictions imposed by the MOU we signed in conjunction with receiving transitional aid.  Our Purchasing Agent, Angelique Rankins and Mr. Todd will continue to monitor spending to ensure we don’t violate the MOU.  She stated that the financial team and she will attend a meeting on July 18th with Mr. Neff, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, to discuss the MOU and other financial issues.  The Mayor stated many thanks to the Public Works Dept. and our Police and Fire Dept.’s for their help with the parade and Lawnside Day activities.  Mayor Wardlow ended her report by stating that Richard, Tyrone and Rafiq went “beyond the call of duty” by volunteering that morning putting out extra trash cans, picking up trash and helping to make things run smoothly.
A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Raines to Accept the Standing Committee Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS:

BOARD OF HEALTH:

June 2011

$             40.00

BOROUGH CLERK:

           





Regular Account: 


June 2011

$           815.95
Dog Account:       


June 2011

$           272.00
BUILDING INSPECTOR:
    
June 2011

$        1,547.00
COLLECTOR OF 
SEWER RENTALS:        

June 2011

$      33,916.69
TAX COLLECTOR:


June 2011

$    308,460.44
COURT CLERK:


May 2011

$      17,699.59
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A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Pollard to Accept the Monthly Financial Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

REMARKS BY MAYOR:  Mayor Wardlow thanked all the Borough staff for their help with Lawnside Heritage Day.
REMARKS BY SOLICITOR:  Solicitor Smith spoke about the Tax Appeals.   
*Councilman Pollard stated that Lawnside Jaguars will be having a car wash this Saturday and he asked everyone to come out and give their support.

REMARKS BY CITIZENS:  
1) Thelma Tutt – Williams Avenue – questions regarding traffic cameras.  
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Adjourn. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

___________________________________
____________________________________

SHALEEN BOLLING-GONZALEZ

MARY ANN WARDLOW
DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK

MAYOR
