REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 1, 2011
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Regular Council Meeting of the Borough of Lawnside was called to order by Mayor Mary Ann Wardlow on June 1, 2011 at 7:03 p.m. This meeting was held at the Borough Hall, 4 Douglas Avenue, Lawnside, New Jersey.

Following a prayer and flag salute led by Mayor Wardlow, and the Deputy Borough Clerk called the roll.

Roll Call showed present:
Mary Ann Wardlow

Mayor

Robert Lee


Councilperson 

Stephen C. Moore

Councilperson 
Steve Pollard


Councilperson

Christopher L. Raines

Councilperson

Clifford L. Still, Sr.

Councilperson 

Lucille Wakefield-Moore
Councilperson
Making the Mayor and six Councilpersons present.
Also present were:

Morris G. Smith

Borough Solicitor

The SmithCo. /Sean Smith
Borough Engineer

Jay Todd


Borough Administrator

Sylvia A. VanNockay

Borough Clerk(Shaleen Bolling-Gonzalez, Deputy)
Jessie G. Harris

Tax Collector

Bernadette Jefferson

Zoning Officer

Richard Still


Public Works/Sewer Supervisor

Mayor Wardlow declared the meeting officially open and the Deputy Borough Clerk read that the meeting had been properly publicized as to the time, date, and place, in accordance with P.L. 1985, Chapter 231.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:   Regular Council Meeting – May 4, 2011 
A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Still to Adopt the minutes of Regular Council Meeting – May 4, 2011.  Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: The engineer stated that the Wayne R. Bryant Senior Community Center Expansion, CDBG, Roadway Surfaces, Rutgers Cooperative Extension-Rutgers, Grant Research, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Tax Map Revaluation /Mapping Services and NJDOTS Carver Avenue Drainage Improvements Projects.

1)  Councilman Lee – questions about Rutgers Project.
2)  Councilman Still – questions of Recreational Park.

3)  Ambrose Bemiah – Independence Blvd. – questions of the drainage project.
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A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Accept Engineer’s Report. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 16-FY2011 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Improvements to (2) 
               
                  
   Two Sewer Pumping Stations Appropriating the Sum 




   of $200,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of 




   General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation                                                              Notes in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Up to                                                          $190,000; Making Certain Determinations and 





   Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions                                                     in Connection with the Foregoing
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Open Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 16-FY2011 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Improvements to (2) Two Sewer Pumping Stations Appropriating the Sum of $200,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Up to $190,000; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Moore to Close Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 16-FY2011 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Improvements to (2) Two Sewer Pumping Stations Appropriating the Sum of $200,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Up to $190,000; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Still to Adopt Ordinance No. 16-FY2011 – Bond Ordinance Authorizing Improvements to (2) Two Sewer Pumping Stations Appropriating the Sum of $200,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes in the Aggregate Principal Amount of Up to $190,000; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 142-FY2011 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Adopt Resolution No. 142-FY201 Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

All matters listed below under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
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CONSENT AGENDA:
A.  Resolutions: 

1. Resolution No. 143-FY2011 – Establishing and Implementing A Fair and Open                                                     Process for the Selection of a Professional                                                            Service Agreement for the Municipal Auditor

2. Resolution No. 144-FY2011 – Authorizing a Person-To-Person Transfer of                                                          Plenary Retail Consumption License Number                                                        0421-33-001-006

3. Resolution No. 145-FY2011 – Authorizing the Filing of a Recycling Tonnage                                                       Grant

4. Resolution No. 146-FY2011 – Naming Sean S. Smith, Sr., SmithCo                                                                      Engineering Group, Inc. the Municipal                                                                   Stormwater Program Coordinator 

 5. Resolution No. 147-FY2011 – Authorizing the Renewal of Liquor Licenses for                                                      2011-2012 License Term

 6. Resolution No. 148-FY2011 – Honoring and Congratulating Arnold N. Byrd

 7. Resolution No. 149-FY2011 – Approving a Shared Service for EMS service                                                         with the Sterling EMS Alliance

 8. Resolution No. 150-FY2011 – Resolution Granting Refund to Homeowner 

 9. Resolution No. 151-FY2011 – Award of a Contract for Property Valuation                                                             Services to Conduct a Revaluation in the                                                              Borough of Lawnside
10. Resolution No.152-FY2011 – Temporarily Changing the Work Schedule with                                                      Exception of the Police Department   

11.Resolution No. 153-FY2011 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in                                                         the matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                Maintenance – 51 E. Charleston Avenue

12.Resolution No. 154-FY2011 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in                                                          the matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                Maintenance – 211 Warwick Road

13.Resolution No. 155-FY2011 – Confirming the Report of the Tax Collector in                                                         the matter of Yard Work and/or Property                                                                Maintenance – 401 Carver Avenue

*Mayor and Council added Resolution No. 156-FY2011 Transferring FY2011 Appropriations and Resolution No. 157-FY2011 Resolution Appointing Bond Counsel to the Consent Agenda.
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard that all items listed on the Consent Agenda be Approved. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Suspended Caucus Rules and Adopt Resolution No. 156-FY2011 Transferring FY2011 Appropriations and Resolution No. 157-FY2011 Resolution Appointing Bond Counsel. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y; Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY/ENVIRONMENT: Councilman Lee stated the first issue of the Lawnside Ledger is in development.  He stated that do to budget restraints the first scheduled printing has been pushed back to Labor Day.  He stated that Jay Todd has been continuing to maintain the Borough’s website and will be adding information required by the State.  He stated that Lawnside resident’s cell phone text messaging directly to their cell phones, and once residents sign up to “Lawnside Mobile Media” Lawnside Borough will have the capability to text residents new and up to date info on, road closing, accidents, workshops, snow removal etc. He stated that that this program cost starts at $400-$2500 a year.  Councilman Lee spoke about Town Watch.  He stated that Town Watch will like to have more Lawnside residents attend their meetings and become members and possibly a block captain.  They meet every 2nd Saturday of each month 10am-11am.  He stated that there will be a coin drop on Saturday July 9th to raise funds for the “National Town Watch Night Out” in August, and Town Watch is asking for your support.  He stated free online class for May 16th was moved to June 6th for Sustainable NJ/Lawnside.  He stated that once we are certified we will be looking for resident volunteers to be part of my Green Team for Sustainable Lawnside.  He stated that the Borough is continuing it due-diligence on different companies that can provide the Solar Program to the Borough and residents.  Councilman Lee ended his report by stating he and Mr. Thomas El have been conducting a drive by exterior housing inspection and have created a list of properties that may be in violation, and these letters will go out to Lawnside Businesses, Home Owners, Landlords and/or Realtor Companies.
COMMITTEE ON DPW: Councilman Moore stated that DPW is working to stay ahead of spring/summer cleanup activities.  He stated that the amount of brush, leaves, branches, and other debris has far exceed that of past year at this time and the men are doing an excellent job informing residents when they have been in violation of code.  The department is attempting to prepare for the 2012 fall season by pricing a Plow attachment and Salt spreader for our large truck, purchased in the fiscal 2010 budget.  He stated that the plan includes completely outfitting the more robust vehicle that will ultimately reduce the stress on our smaller trucks in future winters.  The Public Works Dept. employees attended Controlled Substance and Safety Regulations safety class on 4/29/11 in Willingboro.  He stated that at this time we have one riding lawnmower in the shop being checked out for starting issues, and he spoke of the repairs that they will be doing around the garage.  He stated that the men are working on curb clean up and trimming back branches for Lawnside Heritage Day.  He spoke of the locking/unlocking  of the gate in the Lawnside Park, painting around the municipal facility, painting of yellow curb lines at the post office on Warwick Road and the new awning for the community center has been ordered and waiting for installation.  Councilman Moore ended his report by stating within the next two weeks, DPW with the help of the police dept. will paint the “Intersection” box in front of the Borough Hall.  
COMMITTEE ON RECREATION: Councilman Pollard stated that the Recreation Department hopes to have a Summer Recreation Program are fading fast.  Funding that we were hoping to use for payment of buses and supplies now stand in limbo.  He stated the Camden City H.O.C. program has had their funding cut, and this sadly eliminates the volunteer personnel that we were expected to support our program.  The Recreation Committee members have not giving up, and we will continue to work diligently to offer our children a summer recreation program that they will enjoy.  He stated on Saturday May 28th the Heritage Day Committee held a coin drop at the intersection of Warwick Road and Gloucester Pike.  There will be another coin drop this Saturday June 4th at the same location from 8am-12pm.  
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He stated that the funds from these fundraisers will be for entertainment, food, drink and fireworks for the Heritage Day on June 25, 2011.  He stated that the Lawnside Park is looking great the after hours traffic has slowed down sine the locks have been placed on the front gate.  He stated summer park hours are 7am until 9apm daily.  Councilman Pollard ended his report by stating work on the Senior Center is still in progress.    
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL SERVICES: Councilman Raines reported that in the Construction Code Dept. for the month of May 2011, there were three (3) continued certificates of occupancies and seven (7) permits issued.  Also, there were thirty (30) Maintenance Violation Notices issued.  Councilman Raines ended his report by stating the total for May 2011 was $1,006.00, and that Masjid Freehaven is having a Camp Out Night this weekend June 3rd.  
COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilman Still stated that he had no report this evening but did speak of a survey that will be sent to the residents regarding a Regional Police Dept. that the County would like to develop.
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore stated that in the Municipal Court Dept. $2,390.16 Automatic Clearing House ACH, $1,059.00 Camden County Treasurer, $3,542.84 Lawnside Municipal Treasurer, $2.00 POAA and $6,994.00 Disbursement was collected.  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore ended her report by stating the bank interest was $3.20 and Total Disbursement for April was $6,997.20.  
COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL & FINANCE: Mayor Wardlow stated that the Community Center has no current activity to report and the Contract Escrow has no current activity to report as well.  Mayor Wardlow stated that the Borough received three bids in response to our RFP for the revaluation.  She stated that we awarded the project tonight to Professional Property Appraisers, a firm that is highly recommended by our Tax Assessor and the work will begin very soon.  She stated that we had our public auction last Wednesday, 3 old police cars, snowplow and some computer equipment was sold for a total of $4,610.  She stated that the Borough has signed five shared service agreements for an estimated annual saving of over $12,000 and we are also, in the process of approving an agreement for EMS service that will save over $45,000 year.  We are looking to have this new agreement in place by July 1st.   She stated that we received 104 surveys from residents and we have already begun to address areas in need of improvement.  She stated thank you to all residents who participated in the survey.  Mayor Wardlow ended her report by stating the next Pastors Roundtable will be on June 15th and the next Business Roundtable will be on June 29th.  
RESOLUTION NO. 142-FY2011 – Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Revisit and Open Public Hearing on Resolution No. 142-FY201 Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Pollard to Close Public Hearing on Resolution No. 142-FY201 Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.
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A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Adopt Resolution No. 142-FY201 Authorizing the Transfer of CDBG Funds. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.
A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Raines to Accept the Standing Committee Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS:

BOARD OF HEALTH:

May 2011

$             0.00

BOROUGH CLERK:

           





Regular Account: 


May 2011

$          5,626.00
Dog Account:       


May 2011

$             416.00
BUILDING INSPECTOR:
    
May 2011

$          1,006.00
COLLECTOR OF 
SEWER RENTALS:        

May 2011

$        30,807.18
TAX COLLECTOR:


May 2011

$    1,670,516.77
COURT CLERK:


April 2011

$           6,994.00




A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to Accept the Monthly Financial Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

REMARKS BY MAYOR:  Mayor Wardlow spoke of Heritage Day and asked everyone to come and support.  She spoke about fixing up the monument for the veterans, and how wonderful Memorial Day was.      
*Councilman Still stated that he had an Action Item that he would to go into Closed Session for.

*Councilman Lee spoke a program for people who are having a problem with paying for their mortgage it is called www.nj.gov.
*Councilman Pollard spoke of residents supporting Heritage Day.

REMARKS BY SOLICITOR:   Solicitor Smith spoke of Resolution No. 151 Awarding of a Contract for Property Valuation Services to Conduct a Revaluation in the Borough of Lawnside.
REMARKS BY CITIZENS:  
1)  Joseph Massaquoi – 338 JFK Blvd. – questions about taxes increasing due to the School                                                                       Bd. Budget.
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2)  Ambrose Kingsley Bemiah – 316 Independence Blvd. – questions about taxes increasing                                                                                                      due to School Bd. Budget.

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Moore to go into Closed Session. 
*Solicitor Smith explained that we will be discussing a Personal Matter in Closed Session.
Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Closed Session at 8:10pm

*Reconvened at 8:25pm

A motion was made by Pollard and seconded by Still to Reconvene. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*Solicitor Smith stated that a Personal Matter was discussed in Closed Session and no action was taken.  He stated maybe available to public within 30 days.
A motion was made by Moore and seconded by Still to Adjourn. Roll Call: Lee y; Moore y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:26 P.M.

___________________________________
____________________________________

SHALEEN BOLLING-GONZALEZ

MARY ANN WARDLOW
DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK

MAYOR
