REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 7, 2011
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Regular Council Meeting of the Borough of Lawnside was called to order by Mayor Mary Ann Wardlow on December 7, 2011 at 7:10 p.m. This meeting was held at the Borough Hall, 4 Douglas Avenue, Lawnside, New Jersey.

Following a prayer and flag salute led by Mayor Wardlow, and the Borough Clerk called the roll.

Roll Call showed present: 
Mary Ann Wardlow

Mayor

Robert Lee


Councilperson 

Steve Pollard


Councilperson

Christopher L. Raines

Councilperson

Clifford L. Still, Sr.

Councilperson (arrived at 7:02pm)
Lucille Wakefield-Moore
Councilperson
Absent:

Stephen C. Moore

Councilperson 

Making the Mayor and five Councilpersons present, and one Councilperson absent.
Also present were:

Morris G. Smith

Borough Solicitor 
The SmithCo/Sean Smith
Borough Engineer

Jay Todd


Borough Administrator

Sylvia A. VanNockay

Borough Clerk

Bernadette Jefferson

Zoning Officer

Richard Still


Public Works/Sewer Supervisor

Mayor Wardlow declared the meeting officially open and the Borough Clerk read that the meeting had been properly publicized as to the time, date, and place, in accordance with P.L. 1985, Chapter 231.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:   Council Meeting – November 2, 2011
A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to Adopt the minutes of Council Meeting – November 2, 20011.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: The engineer spoke about Senior Community Center Expansion, Grant Research – NJDOT Safe Rt. To School, NJDOT Bikeways, NJDOT Trailway Conservation, Camden County Open Space Recreational and  NJDOT Transportation Enhancement Program, Stormwater Management, NJDOT Carver Avenue Phase II Drainage Improvement, Lawnside Recreational Park, Gloucester Avenue Pump Station Electrical Service Upgrades, Independence & Charleston Avenue Pump Station and the CDBG Stormwater Management Project on Access Road/Company Street Projects.
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1)  Councilman Pollard – questions of lighting in the Recreational Park.

2)  Councilman Still – questions of the CDBG Project.

3)  Solicitor Smith – questions of the CDBG Project.

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Pollard to Accept the Engineer Report.  Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

All matters listed below under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

CONSENT AGENDA:
A.  Resolutions: 

1. Resolution No. 81-FY2012 – Establishing and Implementing a Fair and Open                                                    Process for the Selection of Professional Service                                                   Agreements 

 2. Resolution No. 82-FY2012 – Reappointing the Municipal Judge for the                                                               Borough of Lawnside for Three Years

 3. Resolution No. 83-FY2012 – In Honor of Steve Pollard’s Retirement

 4. Resolution No. 84-FY2012 – Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement By                                                        and Between the Borough of Lawnside and the                                                     County of Camden for the Provision of Marketing                                                    Services for Recyclables

 5. Resolution No. 85-FY2012 – Authorizing the Hiring of Two Part-Time Police                                                      Officers 

A motion was made by Still and seconded by Wakefield-Moore that all items listed on the Consent Agenda and Payment of Bills be Approved. Roll Call: Lee y;  Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

*The Borough Clerk read Resolution No. 83-FY2012 – In Honor of Steve Pollard’s Retirement. 

SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICERS: Brandon Kersey and Michael Harper, Jr.:  Mayor Wardlow, Councilman Still and Councilman Pollard went forward to swear in Officer Michael Harper, Jr. & Officer Brandon Kersey. 
*Officer Kersey and Officer Harper thanked Mayor Wardlow and Council for giving them the opportunity to serve as Police Officers in Lawnside.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY/ENVIRONMENT: Councilman Lee stated we asked that the Committee will meet Dec 14th, and we will continue to gather information and format the Ledger during this meeting. He stated that any last meeting info. we ask that Mayor and Council submit it to me by Dec. 12th. He stated that we are asking residents to please support Town Watch; we meet every 2nd Saturday of the month. 
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He spoke about the Holiday Food Drive at Crystal Lake Thriftway Supermarket which will be on December 11th.  He stated that on January 24th 2012, he will be attending a Free Sustainable Boot Camp; the Boot Camp will inform municipalities on new 2012 Sustainable NJ Grants.  Councilman Lee stated that in the Planning Board Dept. Mr. Zelan Automotive presented his revised proposal for a car dealership to be placed at Charleston & Evesham Avenues.  Councilman Lee ended his report by stating that Mr. Zelan, his attorney and engineer will revise and resubmit their proposal with the Planning Boards request.   
COMMITTEE ON DPW: Councilman Moore was absent.  Councilman Raines stated that DPW is in the process of winter season preparation, while finishing leaf collection.  He stated that bid specifications have been finalized and published with an acceptance deadline of December 19th for the high compaction, extra heavy duty refuse packer.  He stated that our goal is to replace our current recycling vehicle and allow the Borough to move a step closer to a “Single Stream” recycling method, also this type of vehicle and its design will increase exponentially the safety factor for our employees.  He stated that the department is entering its third month of working short-handed, due to injury on the job.  He stated that the two injured employees are targeted for doctor’s release by December 19th.  He stated that one of the older vehicles is in need of a rebuilt engine, and we are awaiting a quote to fix our older leaf collector.  He stated that they are continuing with weed removal from the curb lines the rental property adjacent to the community center is being prepped for winter occupancy, and the men are preparing the Municipal Property for Christmas decorations.  Councilman Moore ended his report by stating that Mayor & Council would like to acknowledge the outstanding leadership, and work ethic being exhibited by the entire department, especially in light of being short-handed for an entire month.

COMMITTEE ON RECREATION: Councilman Pollard stated that the Recreation Department Kmart is back.  The Sears Kmart Corporation continues to show commitment to the Lawnside Community and it’s customers by bringing the Kmart name back to Lawnside Plaza.  Kmart will be reopening on November 12, 2011 was a welcome addition according to customers.  The Senior Services of Camden County has agreed to loan the Lawnside Seniors a bus for the remainder of they year.  He stated that this is only a loan, but since our bus is in such bad condition we hope to work something out for a more permanent arraignment.  He stated that Code Blue Come Unity Event; Beginning Dec. 6, 2011, there will be free fresh fruit, vegetables and other food items every Tuesday of each month at the parking lot adjacent to the Senior Community Center.  He stated that Lawnside Kwanza Committee will present its 8th Annual Kwanza Celebration at the Lawnside Community Center on Saturday, December 31, 2011 from 1pm to 6pm.  All are welcome.  He spoke of Masjid Freehaven would like to invite all basketball teams and fans to join them for their Interfaith Basketball Tournament Saturday, December 10, 2011 at the Lawnside School.  The Recreation Committee has agreed to the improvements of the Lawnside Park beginning with taking care of all safety issues first. He stated lighting, cameras and repairs to the track will be underway soon, and all other projects will b considered at a later date and taken on as funding permits.  He stated that work in the Senior Center has begun and is moving along in a timely fashion.  Work on the new bathrooms is near completed.  Councilman Pollard ended his report by stating minor inspections will be done Monday, December 12, 2011, and all work maybe completed by February or March 2012.
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL SERVICES: Councilman Raines stated in the Construction Code Dept. for the month of November 2011, there was one (1) continued certificate of occupancy, and eight (8) permits issued.  Also, there were three (3) Maintenance Violation Notices issued.  Councilman Raines ended his report by stating the total for November 2011 was $1,413.00.
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COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilman Still stated that in the Public Safety Dept. for the months of November there were 18 accidents, 171 traffic summons issued, 4 shoplifting, 2 simple assault, 2 burglaries, 1 criminal mischief, 1 theft, 1 cds arrest, 1 juvenile complaint, and 2 warrant arrest.  Councilman Still ended his report by stating that the total calls of service were 363 police, 47 ambulances and 15 fire dept.  

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore stated that for the month of October 2011 $7,956.96 Automatic Clearing House ACH(Electronic Deduction), $2,764.00 Camden County Treasurer, $8,985.04 and $26.00 POAA(No Funds).  Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore ended her report by stating Total Disbursements for the October 2011 $19,732.00.
COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL & FINANCE:  Mayor Wardlow stated that from the Finance Dept. there hasn’t been any financial activity for the Community Center this month.  She stated that contract escrow has one check outstanding from JMG Construction Corp.  Mayor Wardlow  reported that from the Borough Administrator Jay Todd the revaluation, PPA is reviewing all the new property values, and the review should be complete by the end of this week.  She stated PPA and our Assessor, Ms. Campbell, will meet to go over a letter to be sent to all taxpayers; they will also, set up informal hearings with any residents who disagree with their new assessment and want to discuss it.  She stated that we are still waiting for the State Senate to approve transitional aid funding so we can adopt our Fiscal Year 2012 budget, and the Senate hearing will be tomorrow.  She stated that Kmart held their Grand Opening on Saturday, November 12th and it was well attending.  She spoke of the Code Blue Program and stated that it is sponsored by the MVP Foundation which a grassroots organization.  Mayor Wardlow ended her report by wishing everyone a Happy and Safe Holiday.
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS:

BOARD OF HEALTH:

November 2011
$          
     1,645.00

BOROUGH CLERK:

           





Regular Account: 


November 2011
$                 7,004.60
Dog Account:       


November 2011
$                 1,645.00
BUILDING INSPECTOR:
    
November 2011
$                 1,413.00
COLLECTOR OF 
SEWER RENTALS:        

November 2011
$                 3,291.67
TAX COLLECTOR:


November 2011
$            770,042.87
COURT CLERK:


October

$              19,732.00              

A motion was made by Lee and seconded by Wakefield-Moore to Accept the Standing Committee Reports and the Monthly Financial Reports. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

REMARKS BY MAYOR:  Mayor Wardlow spoke about the Sustainable NJ Grant.
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REMARKS BY SOLICITOR:  Solicitor Smith spoke of the 69 OPRA requests that the Borough has been working on.
REMARKS BY CITIZENS:  
1)  John Schmidt – questions of part time officers that were just hired, if they are special officer.  
*He stated that the Mayor was asked for Snow Hill Lounge victim’s names, addresses, social security numbers, another personal information as well as Civil Service list with 20 police officer and another people who have taken the test.  He wanted to know if they were notified.   

*He asked about filing of Financial Disclosure forms of Mayor Wardow and Councilwoman Wakefield-Moore.

*He asked about a Executive Session information and if he can get a response by  December 12th.
*He asked about Jessie Harris’s three (3) position.

*He asked if the Borough has received a letter from the Camden County Sheriff Dept.

2)  Michael Harper, Sr. – Ellis Avenue – He stated that he would like to thank Mayor and Council for letting Michael Harper, Jr. and Brandon Kersey serve for Lawnside.  He stated how thankful he was for them giving them this opportunity.  

 A motion was made by Pollard and seconded by Still to Adjourn. Roll Call: Lee y; Pollard y; Raines y; Still y; Wakefield-Moore y: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays. Motion declared carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10P.M.

___________________________________
____________________________________

SYLVIA A. VANNOCKAY


MARY ANN WARDLOW
BOROUGH CLERK



MAYOR
